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In the ‘ Hand-list of Birds’ (i. p. 882), G. R. Gray quotes 
under V. chlorogaster a synonym V. dubusi, Verr. I have 
been unable to find any published description of the bird 
under this name. I find, however, with Mr. Sharpe’s as- 
sistance, that, besides the type of V. chlorogaster, there is 
a second specimen in the British Museum, which was ac- 
quired (apparently from Verreaux, through Cuming) in 1858, 
and which is called in the register V. dubusi. With it the 
Museum obtained, amongst other birds, Monarcha castanei- 
ventris, described by Verreaux in the ‘ Revue de Zoologie’ 
in 1858 (p. 804). As no description of V. dubusi appears in 
the same paper, it seems more than probable that it never 
was so described at all. This name, in fact, is doubtless 
one of the many which Gray copied from the bottom of a 
stand, or from a label, and incorporated into his ‘ Hand-list’ 
to perplex us all in our searches for their origin Of the same 
nature, perhaps, is a synonym of V. icterophrys, quoted in 
the ‘Hand-list’? a few lines lower down, and fathered upon 
Mr. Sclater and myself, except that in this case an evident 
lapsus calami was most probably perpetrated by Gray’s own 
pen! : 

Lastly, it remains to give the altered synonymy of V. 
leucotis, which runs thus :— 


VIREOLANIUS LEUCOTIS. (Plate XI.) 

Malaconotus leucotis, Sw. An. in Menag. p. 341 (1838). 

Vireolanius icterophrys, Bp. Compt. Rend. xxxviii. p. 380, 
et Not. Orn. p. 60 (1854); Baird, Rev. Am. B. p. 399; Scl. 
& Salv. Ex. Orn. p. 16; Nomencl. p. 16. 

Mus. Acad. Cantabr. et S. & G. 


- XXXV.—Descriptions of two new Species of Birds from 
Central America, and one from South America. By OSBERT 
Sarvin, M.A., F.R.S., &c. 


Wuen Mr. Sclater and I, in 1868, last revised the genus 
Pyrgisoma (Ex. Orn. p. 128), we considered that Guatemalan 
and Costa-Rican specimens, there called P. leucote (Cab.), 
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belonged to one and the same species. The accession of a 
number of specimens from both countries has convinced me 
that the Guatemalan bird is capable of being easily distin- 
guished from the Costa-Rican one. I therefore characterize 
the first of the species referred to in this paper as 


PYRGISOMA OCCIPITALE, Sp. n. 

Chameospiza torquata, Scl. & Salv. Ibis, 1860, p. 274 (nec 
Du Bus). 

Pyrgisoma leucote, Salv. Ibis. 1866, p. 205 (nec Cab.); Scl. 
& Salv. P. Z. S. 1868, p. 826, et Ex. Orn. p. 128, pl. Ixiv. f. 2 
(nec Cab.). 


Affine P. leucoti, sed pileo cinereo nec nigro, superciliis di- 
stinctis flavis et macula pectorali minuta distinguendum. 


Hab. Guatemala. 

Mus. nostr. Š 

These differences seem sufficient to distinguish this bird. 
The figure in ‘ Exotic Ornithology,’ which was taken from a 
Guatemalan bird, displays them. The Costa-Rican P. leucote 
has the head almost black, and I can detect no median streak 
whatever. The superciliary mark, so clear in P. occipitale, 
is scarcely perceptibly shown towards the nape in P. leucote,. 
the feathers behind and above the eye being black like the 
crown. The pectoral spot in the Guatemalan bird is small, and 
quite isolated from the black throat, whereas in the Costa-Rican 
species the large black spot of the chest blends with the black 
throat, a few white feathers alone being usually, but not 
always, seen between them—a character described by Cabanis 
as “jugulo pectoreque supremo nigro, albo intermixiis.” 

That the two birds are distinct 1s not surprising, as both 
are inhabitants of temperate climates, and a wide expanse of 
hot country separates their respective homes. 

I have nothing to add to the account given of P. occipitale 
in ‘ Exotic Ornithology, except to say that I obtained a good 
many specimens of the species from its haunts on the slopes 
of the Volcan de Fuego in 1873, and that, so far as I can see, 
the sexes are quite alike in colour. 


The second bird I have to describe is a species of Odonto- 
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phorus from Veragua, two specimens of which, through M. 
Boucard’s kindness, we have been able to add to our collec- 
tion. They were received by him direct from Veragua a few 
‘weeks ago. I propose to call the bird, from its grey chest, 


+ ODONTOPHORUS SPODIOSTETHUS, sp. N. 

Pileo rufescenti-brunneo, collo postico et dorso antico eodem 
colore, plumis singulis medialiter cinerascentibus ; dorso 
postico, cum tectricibus supracaudalibus, nigro, fulvo 
et cinereo minutissime irroratis; primariis fusco-nigris, 
secundariis fulvo irregulariter transfasciatis et vermicu- 
latis; alarum tectricibus maculis magnis nigris notatis et 
fulvescenti-albo vermiculatis ; fronte et capitis lateribus 
cum mento læte rufis, tectricibus auricularibus fusco- 
brunneis; pectore toto cinereo ; ventre medio cervino ; 
hypochondriis fuscis obscure fulvo vermiculatis ; ventre 
imo et crisso nigro irregulariter transfasciatis ; rostro 
nigro; pedibus corylinis: long. tota cir. 7:5, alee 42, 

_ caudee 1:7, tarsi 1°3, rostri a rictu ‘7. 

ab. Veragua. 

Mus. nostr. 

This species has no near relative that I am acquainted with, 
but agrees in dimensions with the bird recently described by 
me (Ibis, 1876, p. 379) as Odontophorus cinctus, which Mr. 
Rowley has figured in his ‘Ornithological Miscellany’ (iii. 
p. 39, pl. Ixxxvi.). In coloration, however, it differs widely, 
the forehead and sides of the head being bright rufous, the 
chest cinereous, instead of rufous, and the belly buff, instead 
of white. Moreover the well-defined black crescentic marks 
of the flanks in O. cinctus are absent in this species. The 
second specimen of O. spodiostethus is evidently in immature 
plumage. It has, however, all the characteristics of the adult, 
the colouring cf the sides of the head being less clearly 
defined. 


Some few years ago Mr. Godman and I obtained from Mr. 
Gould by exchange a Pigeon, which I took at the time to be a 
specimen of the little-known species Osculatia sapphirina, Bp., 
the type of which graces the gallery of the Paris Museum. 
This original specimen, according to Prince Bonaparte, who 
described it (Consp. 11. p. 78, and Compt. Rend. xl. p. 101), 


448 On Birds from Central and South America. 


was obtained by the Italian traveller Gaetano Osculati during 
his journey down the Rio Napo in 1847*. This bird was 
subsequently figured by Bonaparte 1 in his ‘Iconographie des 
Pigeons,’ pl. 96. 

From the type, and from the figure of Osculatia sapphirina, 
our bird differs in having the crown of the head of a rich 
blackish purple, from which the white forehead is sharply 
defined. No such character is to be seen in O. sapphirina ; 
but I supposed that perhaps our bird was the male, the other 
the female, of the same species ; and so the matter rested, wait- 
ing the advent of more specimens. These at last came. Mr. 
C. Buckley’s recent Ecuador collections contained three ex- 
amples, all of them agreeing with the true O. sapphirina of 
Bonaparte. With both birds now before me, I no longer 
doubt that they really belong to two distinct species ; so I 
now characterize the undescribed one as 


OscULATIA PURPURATA, Sp. n. 


Supra rufo-purpurascens, capite summo letissime purpureo, 
dorso splendide violaceo, uropygio nitente cyaneo-pur- 
pureo; dorso superiore et collo postico eeneo-viridi mican- 
tibus; fronte, striga malari, gutture et ventre toto albis ; 
pectore pallide cinereo ; striga utrinque gulæ nigra ; 
subalaribus et corporis lateribus sordide cinnamomeis ; 
crisso rufescente ; remigibus fusco-nigris; rectricibus 
nigris, trium utrinque externarum apicibus cinereis; ros- 
tro fusco; pedibus carneis: long. tota cir. 7:5, ale 5'2, 
caudæ 2°6, tarsi 1°5, rostri a rictu 1'0. 


Hab. Rep. Æquatoria. 

Mus. nostr. 

Obs. Affinis O. sapphirine, sed colore purpureo capitis di- 
stinguenda ; macula secundariorum alba quoque absente. 

On comparing this bird and O. sapphirina with Geotrygon 
cristata, the type of the genus Geotrygon of Gosse, I think 
Bonaparte was justified in placing them in a genus distinct 


* Though a list of birds obtained by Osculati during his travels between 
1846 and 1848 is given by Cornalia in the ‘Esplorazione delle Regioni 
FEquatoriali’ (2nd edit., 1854, pp. 805-307), no mention is made of this 
Pigeun, which appears to have been separated from the rest of the collec- 
tion, and presented to the Paris Museum in 1853. 
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from that bird. . Not only is the general bulk of Osculatia more 
slender than that of Geotrygon, but its tarsi are much longer 
in proportion to its size, the tail is much shorter, and the 
outer primaries much reduced in width towards the end, 
instead of each being a broad feather with a uniformly curved 
edge to the inner web. All the members of Geotrygon have 
uniformly coloured tails; and in having ashy tips to its rec- 
trices Osculatia approaches Leptoptila. Indeed it seems, as 
Bonaparte says, to occupy an intermediate position between 
Leptoptila and Geotrygon. 

Bonaparte’s plate does but scant justice to the extreme 
beauty of O. sapphirina. This and the bird now described 
are by far the most lovely of South-American Pigeons. The 
head of O. sapphirina is white on the forehead, which colour 
gradually shades into grey on the occiput, which again passes 
into metallic green towards the nape, and then to bronze on 
the hind neck and upper back. As already stated, O. pur- 
purata has the forehead white, the top of the head and nape 
being of a very dark rich purple. 


XXX VI.—WNote on the Breeding of the Sacred Ibis in the Zoo- 
logical Society’s Gardens. By P. L. SCLATER. 


(Plate XII.) 


Tue Sacred Ibis being naturally a bird of much interest to 
the readers of this Journal, some notes on the breeding of 
this species, concerning which few details* appear to have 
been hitherto recorded f, may not be unacceptable. 

The Sacred Ibis (bis ethiopica) is a bird which does well 


* Heuglin (Orn. N.O.-Afr. ii. pp. 11, 88) speaks of the breeding-places 
of this bird on the flooded islands and river-banks of the Eastern Soudan, 
and correctly describes the eggs. He was not himself able to ascend to 
the nests, which are placed on high trees in large colonies. 

+ In our.‘ Nomenclator’ Mr. Salvin and I (following Vieillot) have 
used Ibis for the American group of J. alba and I. rubra. But Ibis 
was applied by Savigny in 1810 to the Sacred Ibis, before Vieillot used 
it for the former group, for which, consequently, Eudocimus of Wagler is 
the correct term. Cf. Elliot, P. Z. S. 1877, p. 482. 


